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MESSAGE FROM THE EUROPEAN
AQUATICS PRESIDENT

As President of European Aquatics, it is a true honour to welcome you to the magnifi-
cent city of Varna for the Men's U20 Elite European Water Polo Championships.

This landmark event will gather the continent’'s most promising young players for a
week of high-level competition and memorable moments, celebrating the future of
the sport in an outstanding setting.

Bulgaria has a proud sporting tradition and a strong reputation for hosting major
international events.

The nation demonstrated its organisational strength most recently at the men'’s
U19 European Championships in Burgas in 2024, when it successfully delivered
an entertaining and captivating contest.

That achievement stands as clear proof of Bulgaria's ability to stage tournaments
of the highest standard, and Varna’'s excellent facilities and history make it an ideal |
venue for this year's prestigious Under-20 championships. |

I would also like to express my sincere appreciation to our valued partners at the 1
Bulgarian Water Polo Federation, led by its President, Dariy Danovsky, and Executive |
Director, Lubo Bonev.

Their commitment and hard work have been essential in ensuring this event can be /
organised under the best possible conditions. !

This Information Bulletin has been prepared to guide all the 16 teams and delegations
as they plan for this highly anticipated tournament, which will take place from August
10-16, 2026.

It contains key details to support your preparations and ensure a smooth and
enjoyable experience throughout your stay.

Thank you for your attention and we look forward to welcoming you to Varna
for what promises to be an exceptional and memorable championships.
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MESSAGE FROM THE EUROPEAN
AQUATICS FIRST VICE PRESIDENT

On behalf of European Aquatics, it gives me great pleasure to
welcome all the players, coaches, officials and delegates to the
vibrant city of Varna.

Set on the spectacular Black Sea coast, Varna combines modern
sports infrastructure with extensive hosting experience, offering an
ideal environment for Europe’s rising stars to compete at the highest
level.

Bulgaria has consistently proven its capability to organise major
aquatic events, most notably with the staging of the men’s U19
European Championships in Burgas two years ago.

That achievement demonstrated the nation’s professionalism and
passion for the sport - qualities that will once again be evident this
summer for the Men’s U20 Elite European Water Polo Championships.

Our gratitude goes to the hard working team at the Bulgarian water
polo federation, led by my good friend Dariy Danovsky, whose ded-
ication has laid the foundation for an outstanding tournament but
also has contributed to the long term development of water polo in
Europe thanks to the water polo development camps that will be
organised for the second time in Bulgaria this year.

We look forward to enjoying a showcase of exceptional water polo
from August 10-16, 2026, and seeing you all in Varna.
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MESSAGE FROM THE BULGARIAN
MINISTER OF YOUTH AND SPORTS

Dear competitors and coaches,
Dear friends of water polo,

It is my pleasure to welcome all participants and guests to the
European Water Polo Championship for players under 20, which
will take place from August 10 to 16 in Varna.

Bulgaria is honored to host this prestigious international forum,
in which the 16 strongest youth teams on the Old Continent will
compete for the European title. Hosting such an event is a clear
sign of the development of water polo in our country and of our
country's ability to organize competitions of the highest level.

| congratulate the Bulgarian Water Polo Federation and all those
involved in the preparation and conduct of the championship for
their efforts and professionalism, which contribute to its suc-
cessful implementation.

| am confident that in August our seaside capital will become an
arena for competitive matches, sportsmanship, and unforgetta-
ble sporting experiences!

Good luck!
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MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR OF VARNA

Dear organizers, athletes, and coaches,
Dear friends of water polo,

It is my great pleasure to welcome you to the European Men’s Under-20 Water Polo
Championship. It is an honor for the city of Varna to host this prestigious event, bring-
ing together the 16 most outstanding teams in this age category from across Europe.
| firmly believe that our city, with its rich history and long-standing traditions in water
polo, will provide the participating delegations not only with a warm welcome, but also
with excellent conditions for the competition. This is of particular importance for the
performance of young talents and future stars of water polo, and for achieving high
sporting results. It is also significant for us as Bulgaria’'s maritime capital, as it further
strengthens Varna’s position as a leading destination for major international sporting
events.

A key priority of the Municipality of Varna is the development of sporting talent through
grassroots sport from an early age. | hope that the European Men's Under-20 Water Polo
Championship will serve as an excellent opportunity to attract even more children and
young people to this sport and to inspire in them a lasting love for sport in general.

I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the leadership of European Aquatics and
the Bulgarian Water Polo Federation for the trust you have placed in us by awarding
Varna the hosting rights for this championship. | am confident that the event will pres-
ent each participating team in the best possible light, as well as showcase our country
to the world.

To all athletes and coaches, | wish you thrilling and hard-fought matches, in which
you can demonstrate outstanding sporting skills, a strong desire for victory, and true
strength of spirit. May the European Men’s Under-20 Water Polo Championship - Var-
na 2026 become yet another bridge of friendship between our nations, cultures, and
traditions.

Good luck, boys!
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE
BULGARIAN WATER POLO FEDERATION

Dear friends, dear colleagues, dear athletes,

On behalf of the Bulgarian Water Polo Federation, it is a true honor and a great
responsibility to welcome you to Varna for the U20 Men’s European Water Polo
Championship - Elite Division.

After successfully hosting the 2024 European U19 Men’s Championship in Burgas, we
are proud that European Aquatics has once again placed its trust in Bulgaria as an
organizer of a major continental event. This time, we have the pleasure of welcoming the
16 best national teams in Europe to Varna - a city with rich history, strong traditions in
water sports, and excellent conditions for high-level competition.

This tournament is particularly special. The athletes competing here are not only among
the finest young water polo players in Europe today — they are the future stars of our
sport. Many of them will go on to represent their countries on the biggest stage, includ-
ing the Olympic Games in Los Angeles in 2028. For this reason, the championship in
Varna is more than a competition; it is a glimpse into the future of European and world
water polo.

We are committed to providing outstanding organization, a professional environment,
and true Bulgarian hospitality for all teams, officials, and guests. | am confident that
together we will experience a week of high-quality sport, fair play, friendship, and
unforgettable moments.

| wish all teams success, strong performances, and a memorable stay in Varna.

Welcome to Bulgaria, and welcome to the future of water polo.
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TOURNAMENT DRAW
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COMPETITION SCHEDULE GROUP STAGE
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COMPETITION SCHEDULE GROUP STAGE
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COMPETITION SCHEDULE GROUP STAGE

e [awe [ o [onv | o | west |
17 3 TURKIYE SLOVENIA Cl - C4
19 3 NETHERLANDS CZECHIA D1 D4
20 3 ROMANIA MALTA D2 D3
21 3 MONTENEGTO SERBIA Bl B4
22 3 SPAIN GERMANY B2 B3
23 3 CROATIA GREECE Al A4
18 BULGARIA FRANCE C2 C3
12-AGO 24 HUNGARY ITALY A2 A3
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RANKING GAMES

DATE TIME | DAY HOME GUEST
13-AGO 10:00
13-AGO 11:45
13-AGO 13:30
13-AGO 16:00
13-AGO 17:45
13-AGO 19:30
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QUARTER FINAL ROUND

onre e [rave[onv|vome | st |

31 S LOSER GAME 25 LOSER GAME 26 15™ - 16" PLACE
14-AGO [ECY- 78 5 WINNER GAME 25 WINNER GAME 26 13*™ - 14* PLACE
14-AGO K 30N 5 LOSER GAME 27 LOSER GAME 30
14-AGO [ 30N 5 LOSER GAME 28 LOSER GAME 29
14-AGO IS 16:15 [ 1B WINNER GAME 27
14-AGO ]S 18:00 [ 2B WINNER GAME 28
14-AGO Y/ 19:45 1A WINNER GAME 29

14-AGO [ECHS 21:15 2A WINNER GAME 30
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SEMIFINAL ROUND

DATE | GAME | TIME |DAY|  HOME GUEST
15-AGO LOSER GAME 33 LOSER GAME 34 11* - 12t PLACE
15-AGO - WINNER GAME 33 WINNER GAME 34 9™ - 10* PLACE

15-AGO LOSER GAME 35 LOSER GAME 38
15-AGO LOSER GAME 36 LOSER GAME 37
15-AGO WINNER GAME 35 WINNER GAME 38 SEMI FINAL-1

15-AGO WINNER GAME 36 WINNER GAME 37 SEMI FINAL-2
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FINAL ROUND

DATE | GAME | TIME | DAY HOME GUEST

16-AGO U3 7 LOSER GAME 41 LOSER GAME 42 7th - 8%
16-AGO 7 WINNER GAME 41 WINNER GAME 42 G5t - B*
16-AGO 7/ LOSER GAME 43 LOSER GAME 44 3% - 4t

16-AGO m 7 WINNER GAME 43 WINNER GAME 44 1st - 2nd
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VENUE INFORMATION

Swimming complex “Primorski” counts with one
50x25 m (competition pool with 1000 seats) and one
50x20 m (training and warm-up pool) open air swim-
ming pools and one 25x12,5 m (training and cool-
down pool) indoor swimming pool. It was venue of the
1982 and 1990 European water polo championships
U20 men and the famous international water polo
tournaments for the Cup of the Bulgarian TV, which
took place in the 80°s and gathered the World’s best
national teams.

The complex is thoughtfully equipped with:

- dedicated changing rooms for athletes,
coaches and referees

- acompetition secretariat
medical facilities

- an area designed for athlete warm-up

and preparation

press conference halls

doping control facilities

and other essential amenities
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VENUE INFORMATION

Swimming complex “Primorski” caters to a range of aquatic sports, including swimming, water polo, and artistic swimming.

The complex complies with the stringent requirements set forth by World Aquatics and European Aquatics for hosting
top-tier swimming, water polo, and artistic swimming events.
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TEAMS'
ACCOMMODATION

Distance to:

Varna International Airport - 9,1 km
(12-15 min. by bus)

SC "Primorski" - 0,9 km
(3-5 min. by bus)

Capacity: Pricing:

4 teams - single f/b - 190,00 €

Rooms available double f/b - 155,00 €
for each team:
7 single rooms

8 double rooms
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TEAMS'
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TEAMS'
ACCOMMODATION cats

Distance to:

Varna International Airport - 9,2 km
(12-15 min. by bus)

S - s B
SC "Primorski" - 1,7 km * | GOoLEN TULE

(5-10 min. by bus)

Capacity: Pricing:

4 teams - single standart - 200,00 €

Re e e single executive - 220,00 €

for each team: - double standart - 165,00 €

2 single standart + double executive - 180,00€

2 single executive
9 triple f/b - 160,00 €
6 double rooms

1triple room
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TEAMS'
ACCOMMODATION

Distance to:

- Varna International Airport - 10 km
(15-18 min by bus)

+ SC "Primorski" - 2,3 km
(5-8 min by bus)

Capacity: Pricing:

4 teams - single f/b - 190,00 €

Rooms available - double f/b - 175,00 €
for each team:
« 5single rooms

- 8 double rooms
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TEAMS'
ACCOMMODATION

Distance to:

Varna International Airport - 12,4 km
(25-17 min by bus)

SC "Primorski" - 5,8 km
(11-13 min by bus)

Capacity: Pricing:

2 teams - single f/b - 210,00 €

Rooms available double f/b - 175,00 €
for each team:
2 single rooms

9 double rooms
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TEAMS 'S
ACCOMMODATION

Distance to:

Varna International Airport - 9,6 km
(12-15 min. by bus)

s
.

__ __.hg:‘ Py . "'---_“___./- -~

SC "Primorski" - 0,1km
(3 min. walk)

Capacity: Pricing:

2 teams - single f/b - 210,00 €

Rooms available double f/b - 175,00 €
for each team:
5 single rooms

8 double rooms
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TEAMS'S ACCOMMODATION
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DELEGATES AND
REFEREES 'S
ACCOMMODATION

Distance to:

Varna International Airport - 10 km
(15-18 min by bus)

SC "Primorski" - 1km
(5-10 min by bus)

e e it G e, LRI = T

Capacity: Pricing:
34 single rooms « single standart -
210,00 €
single executive - TECHNICAL MEETING
240,00 €
August 9th 2026, 18:00 h
Hotel “Cherno More”
27
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DELEGATES AND REFEREES'S ACCOMMODATION
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TRANSPORT

Free transportation will be offered
only to the participating teams who
book their hotel through the Bulgarian
Water polo federation as follows:

Airport transfers from Varna Airport to and from
the official hotels.

Transfers for all training sessions and matches
from the official hotels to the pool and return.

29
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FURTHER INFORMATION
ABOUT VARNA

Varna, the Black Sea Pearl, welcomes youl!

Varna, the largest city in Northeast Bulgaria, is a
vibrant city with enormous cultural heritage. It occu-
pies an exceptionally strategic geographical location,
offering unparalleled opportunities for hosting sports
and internationally significant events.

Varna stands out as one of Bulgaria's primary centers
for water polo, contributing to the country's passion
for this sport.

Varna is part of Pan-European transport corridor 8,
with a direct access to international road and railway
networks.

The Varna International Airport is located at only 10
km. from the center of the city. The largest freight port
in the country is located here and the international
passenger terminal welcomes the cruise liners of
some of the largest cruise companies in the world.

30
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TOURIST ATTRACTIONS

The beaches of Varna
« Sea Garden Varna

- Stone Forest Varna

« Roman Thermae Varna
« Naval Museum

« Aladzha Monastery

* Retro Museum

« Varna Museum of Archaeology

« Dormition of the Mother of God Cathedral

31
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IMPORTANT DEADLINES

April 15th 2026 Submission of Preliminary Hotel Reservation Form
May 15th 2026 50% Deposit of Hotel Accommodation Expenses
July 10th 2026 Submission of Final Flight/Arrival Details & Rooming List
July 15th 2026 Full Settlement of Hotel Accommodation Expenses

32
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PRELIMINARY HOTEL RESERVATION & TRAVEL DETAILS

Arrival

Departure

Accomodation

Single rooms

Double rooms

Triple rooms

SIGNITURE OF PRESIDENT/SECRETARY

DATE

STAMP OF FEDERATION
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FINAL HOTEL RESERVATION FORM & TRAVEL DETAILS

Arrival

Departure

Accomodation

Single rooms

Double rooms

Triple rooms

SIGNITURE OF PRESIDENT/SECRETARY

DATE

STAMP OF FEDERATION
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CONTACTS

Accommodation information
Transportation information
Accreditation information
Media information

General information

Host Federation Bulgarian Waterpolo Federation

AN WA/} 75 Vassil Levski Blvd.
S APy 7, | 1040 Sofia, Bulgaria
— - O
2 —@' g
‘o= °©
A
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